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CABLE ADDRESS. “INCULCATE NEW YORK" 

TELEPHONE WATKINS 9 

CBMjAMiT 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

September 20, 1934. 

TO ALL OUR FELLOW-WORKERS ON THE FIELD 

Dear Friends: 

vYe realize that you have been shocked and saddened by the tragic news of the 
assassination of Rev. Elliott Speer, older son of Dr. and Mrs» Robert E« Speer. 
Since.accounts of the tragedy are so fragmentary in the far«away press it seems wise 
and kindly to tell you the story so far as it is known and to reassure you of the 
grace of God which supports those who have experienced the sorrow. 

On Friday evening, September 14th, shortly after his return from summer vacation 
and before the opening of the Mount Hermon School near East ilortlifield, Massachusetts 
of which he was Headmaster, Rev, Elliott Speer was in his study at his home at abou"; 
8:30 in the evening. Some one fired a heavily-loaded shotgun through a window of 
the study directly at him. Mrs, Speer and the three children were in other parts of 

the home. She heard the noise and came at once only to find her husband so badly 
wounded that before other aid could reach the house he passed away. 

Dr, Robert E. Speer was at his summer home in Lakeville, Connecticut, on Ais 
annual month of vacation which he takes in September. Word was gotten to him at 
once. His younger son was at home and with Dr, and Mrs. Speer drove to East North- 
field where they arrived about four o’clock Saturday morning. Since that time, of 

course, the American members of the family have been together. By a good providence 
Mrs. Elliott Speer’s father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Welles, were visiting them 
at the time and were in the house. Other friends arrived quickly but nothing could 
be done to correct the tragic evil. 

A brief funeral service was held in the home at Mount Hermon at four o’clock on 
Sunday afternoon, September 16th, after which the family came to the family burying- 
ground at Englewood, New Jersey, for the interment. They then returned to Lakeville, 
Connecticut, where they will be for the present, going later to Mount Hermon for 
final adjustments there* 

The news reached our offices on Saturday morning, the 15th, and of course in¬ 
fluenced all that we did during the day. We closed the offices at 11:30 for a half 

hour of prayer in the Assembly Room. On Monday, the 17th, the first meeting of the 
Board for the season occurred, and was naturally under the spell of this great 
oorrow. It has been difficult to think of anything else. Our papers have given 
much attention to it. 

The crime itself is utterly baffling. There is absolutely no clew thus far to 
the identity of the assassin or the reason for the crime. Ample marks have been 

found to indicate that it was deliberate murder, but its cause is a complete mystery, 
iir. opeer was held in high and affectionate esteem by his colleagues and his 

students. Besides being Headmaster of the Mount Hermon School, he was Chairman of 

the Administrative Committee of The Northfield Schools, which embrace both the Mount 
Hermon School for boys and the Northfield Seminary for girls, and carried large 
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responsibilities in many lines* Many suggestions have been offered as to a possible 
reason for the attack, but investigation shows that each suggestion thus far is un¬ 
supported. The polioe authorities of the State of Massachusetts seem to be giving 
as thorough care to the matter as could be asked, and friends of the family are do¬ 
ing their utmost to aid in the investigation. It is cloar that until some light is 
thrown on tho crimo there will be a sense of fear and dread both in the family and 

among the authorities of tho Mount Hermon School. It cannot bo known if this was 
ono single crime or if there is some malice or mania whioh may lead to another. Up 
to this time there is nothing that points to the perpetrator of the deed or gives any 
explanation of it. Mr. Speor had preparod his opening address for the new year of 
the Mount Hermon School and it was road to the boys when the session opened on tho 

18th. They are deeply moved and grieved by his death. 

You need not be told that Dr. Speer and his family, including Mrs. Elliott 
Speer, are bearing this sorrow as Christians of long and deep experience might bear 
it. The grace of God has not failed them, and though they are mystified and baffled 

by it they feel, as Dr. Speer has said, that "tho only and adoquate light is to 
think of what God allowed to happen in the life of His own dear Son and to be sure 

that even out of the deepest evil He can bring good." In our prayer service here 
in the building accent was laid on Romans 8:28 with its assurance that all things 
work together for good to thorn that love God. We sang the little hymn, "Near to 
the Heart of God," which many of you know was written in an hour of staggering 
sorrow. We would be utterly orphaned if there were no Father over this tragedy, and 

yet we are almost stunned when wo face it as a fact. 

There is a large current of sympathy running to Dr. and Mrs. Speer, the younger 

son William and Mrs. Elliott Speer and hor children, and you may be sure that they 
are being strengthened by it. Our hearts go out to Dr. Speer*s daughters. Miss 
Margarot Spoor at Yenching Woman’s College, Peiping, China, and Mrs. Constance Spoor 

Barbour in London, England, whose distance will deepen their distress. 

The Board placed on its Minutes this action, though its feelings cannot be put 

into words: 

"The Board responds in personal grief to the sorrow that has 
befallen its beloved Senior Secretary in the tragic death of his son, 

the Rev. Elliott Speer, on September 14th. It assures Dr. and Mrs. 
Speer of its fellowship with them in this difficult hour, commending 
them to that grace of God to which their long Christian service has 
accustomed them and which will not now fail them. All tho members of 
the Board would rejoice to find some effective method of manifesting 

their love and sympathy to the dear friends and the son William in 

America, to the daughter in China, so closely related to the Board, 
and to the daughter in England. We have shared in the family’s pride 

in the son and his Christian character and service and we share there¬ 

fore in tho sorrow of this early transfer from his important earthly 

work to other service, even though we know him to bo in safer and wiser 

hands than ours. Our faith in an overruling love of God and our 

assurance of His wider purposes which take up into themselves even tho 

wrongs that men do and suffer can alone make this unexplained and ruinous 

tragedy endurable. Our thoughts include the great force of missionaries 
from all Churches who will be touched and solemnized by knowledge of 

tho deop valley through whioh tho household, so beloved among them, must 

go and we join their petition for comfort and peace. The President is 

requested to convey our expression of affectionate remembranoe to Dr. 
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and Mrs* Speer and also to extend to Mrs* Elliott Speer its profound 
sympathy in this sudden bereavement. 

"The Board desires Dr. Spoor to extend his vacation so long as 
it may seem to him wise in order to secure adequate rest for his 
service during the coming year and also to minister in any way to 
the comfort of those who may especially need his care." 

Wo have you much in mind for we realize how deeply your own hearts will be 
grieved by this inexplicable sorrow whioh has come to those whom you love as 
deeply as you do this stricken household. 

Sincerely, 

Cleland B. McAfee 
Irene Sheppard 
John A. Mackay 
Courtenay H. Fenn 

Russell Carter 
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Howard A. Kelly ,M. D. 
LIBRARY 

1400 EUTAW PLACE, BALTIMORE, MD. 

CABLE ADDRESS. “HAKELLY’' BALTIMORE 

4 October 1934 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

How greatly distressed 

we are with all your friends over the terrible irreparable 

loss of so precious a life and one so valuable to the 

community. 

You are to be in Baltimore 

Tuesday, November £7th, to speak in the evening for the 

Lord's Day Alliance, and I write to ask if you will come 

to us for that day and night and remain over on Wednesday 

until it is time to leave for your evening engagement in 

Washington. 

Faithfully, 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE S TE RN 
SIGNS 

UNION 
(04) 

DL = Day Letter 

JM = Night Message 

: Night Letter 

R. B. WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as sboom i J. the date line on full-rale teieSrama and day lettera, and the time of reeeipt at destination as shown on all messages, ^STANDARD TIME,^ 

Received at Flatiron Bldg., New York City. 1914 SEP |5 PM 12 O'- 

NBH27C 10=TULSA OKLA 15 1055A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

mm 1 pi FTH ave=, , r 

ANNIE AND I SEND LOVING SYMPATHY TO YOU AND Y0URS= 

CHARLEY KERR. 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

SEP HI » 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Class of Service 

1201-S 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

r R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM — Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown pn-all menaces, isSTANpARD-TTM®. * 

Received at UWWP \6 W V ^4 

■BRB365 8 NM= BALTIMORE MD 16 
MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL'RATE I DAY LETTER 

RR ROBERT E SPEER=j 

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 156 FIFTH AVE 

NYK= 

PPOFOUNDEST SYMPATHY AND AFFECTION IN YOUR TERRIBLE 

; BEREAVEMENT^ 

DR AND MRS HARRIS E KIRK. 

I* xy 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



RXCKIVED AT 

99 MAIN ‘%’S. 

rtt 1222 TMRIKi4, till- 

STANDARD TIME 

INDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE 

Tostal Telegraph This Is a full rate Telegram, Cablegram or 
Radiogram unless otherwise Indicated by 
signal in the check or In the address. 

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 

Commercial 
Cables 

lllackaij 

Clll (hncrica 
Cables 

Radio 

HD14 <=MY NEWYORK my 

DR ROBERT i MRS SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE CONN= 

104 T A 

OL DAY LETTER 

NL NIGHT LETTER 

NM NIGHT MESSAGE 

LCO DEFERRED CABLE 

NLT NIGHT CABLE LETTER 

WLT WEEK END CABLE LETTER 

RADIOGRAM 

1934S£P 15 AM II 17 

PLEASE ACCEPT OUR VERY SINCERE SYMPATHY1 
f 

:MR AMD MRS EUGENE J K00P. 

no^__to_ 

*yJL£_at;/ l^a to beWUL 

CALLS I_ 

Telephone Your Telegrams to festal Telegraph 

-S' * Tostal a rapt* 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WE S'TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT _CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and thetimeof receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 
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*GR69 23=p I TTSBURGH PENN SEP 15 1130A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

NORTHFI ELD MASS= 

WE ARE SHOCKED BY THE NEWS OF ELLIOTTS DEATH AND HASTEN TO 

SEND YOU OUR LOVE MAY GOD BLESS AND KEEP YOU ALL= 

HUGH T KERR. 

1215P- 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

J *S 
Class of Service 

This is a fall-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S f 

1201-S 

-V- 
_SIGNS_ 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

* Ship Radiogram 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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Peter Knowles 
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434 MICHIGAN AVENUE 

BERKELEY - CALIFORNIA 

9/16/34. 

Dr. Robert D, Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
Dew York City, IT, Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer:- 

It was with the greatest of distress that we heard 

the dreadful news about your son's violent death. I do 

not know just what to say to you except that 570u have our 

deepest sympathy in this calamitous bereavement that has 

come to you. May you and your family and your son's 

family be sustained by the Divine grace in this dark hour 

for you all. You surely have had enough to bear withe 

out this horrible affair having been added to your tremen 

dous load of care and concern. V/hat mysteries there 

are in this life! 

I know that your hosts of friends will be communi¬ 

cating with you and I walnt to be included in the vast num 

ber who are suffering with you at this time. Marcia is 

sending her own word directly to you, but this also in¬ 

cludes her and my grandson Donald. May the peace of 

passeth all understanding guard your heart and thoughts 

in Christ Jesus. with repeated assurance of loving 

sympathy, I am 

Yours most truly 



Grove Citv College 

Grove City, Pa 

Office of the President 

Weir C Ketler 

September 20, 1934 

Doctor Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

I cannot tell you how deeply shocked 

I was to read in the paper the account of your son’s tragic 

death. It seems incredible that such thing could happen in a 

country such as ours. The willful taking of such life seems 

almost unthinkable. I want you to know that your friends in 

this community sympathize greatly with you and your family and 

the family of your son. 

I had never had the pleasure of meet¬ 

ing your son. I have followed, however, his career with a 

great deal of interest and rejoiced in the success he was hav¬ 

ing in his work at Northfield. The loss of such a man is great 

indeed and it is especially deplorable when it was so unnecessary. 

Please accept my heartfelt sympathy 

for you and those about you in this tragic time through which 

you are passing. 

Sincerely yours, 

WCK:AA 



MINISTER 

A. H. KLEFFMAN 

West Presbyterian Church 
Washington and Eighth Streets 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 

ASSISTANTS 

THOMAS S. ARMENTROUT 

MISS ALICE L. PICKERING 

OFFICE 

TELEPHONE 2-7145 

September 18, 1954 

Mr. Robert E. Speer, D. D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Just a few lines to express my sympathy to you 
in the tragic death of your son, Elliott. For the world and 
the Kingdom of God to lose the services of such a talented 
man as was your son, is one of the mysteries of Providence. 
How comforting our hope that sometime, we who now see only 
in part will be able to see clearly! 

Trusting that you and Mrs. Speer are being 
strengthened by the message of the precious promises of 
God’s Word, I am 
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jFivst |Ju'shutoriau 01 bur cl; 
SEVENTH AND BOSTON 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

REV. C. W. KERR, Pastor 

December 18, 1934. 

Dr. Robert E# Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Robert: 

Mrs, ^err and I are thinking of you and yours at this 
season of the year. I am sure this Christmas will mean 
more to you than any other Christmas because it is your 
boy’s first Christmas in heaven. I am reminded of 
what John Willis Baer’s little boy said when his mother 
spoke of his little brother who had recently gone Home. 
She said, "This is Howard’s first Christmas in heaven." 
And the boy answered, "Mother, I would like to know isn’t 
Christmas every day in heaven?" I am sure the little 
lad had caught the meaning of Christmas. 

Truly it is Christmas day every day with your son, Eliot, 
for he is in the presence of his Lord. 

May God richly bless you and spare you for many years 
of active service in the work of His Kingdom. Don’t forget 
we are hoping you can plan to be with us in Tulsa at the 
meeting of Synod and the celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the found of our church next fall. 

Your friend. 

CWK: M 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEWBURGH. N. Y. 

REV. CHARLES K. IMBRIE. D. D„ PASTOR. 

September 19, 1934 

My dear Dr Speer: 

Need I tell you how 

deeply the tragic home-going of your 

boy has touched Mrs Imbrie and myself. 

You and Mrs Speer have been in our 

prayers continually since we read of 

his death. 

May the Father of us 

all breathe into your troubled hearts 

his loving Spirit; the Spirit who knows 

the deep things of God and can cause 

light to shine in the darkness; the Spirit 

who can be grieved with our own grief 

and who is the Comforter. 

goes in deep measure to the wife and 

children also. 

You will be pressed ^_th 

many cares so do not add the burden of a 

reply. 
Very sincerely. 



jftrgt ^resbpterian Cfjuref) 
J. Henry Irwin 

PASTOR 

JSrittou, £§>outf) ©aUota 

Sept 19, 1924. 

Dr Robert ?. Speer, 
New York uity. 

Dear doctor. 

In reading the names from the Year Book of Irayer 
Sunday morning, I announced to my congregation that our own 
Miss Rick was sailing tomorrow for Africa. I then apoke of the 
terrible shock you had just experienced, and I am writing to. 
tell you that our hearts and prayers go out to you at this time. 

May you and others of the family, grieved and dis¬ 
tressed, find God's comfort and peaco. Read Nahum 1:7. 

Sincerely Yours, 



ST JAMES MANSE 
206 WEST 137th STREET 

NEW YORK 

November 1, 1934 

Dear Friends:- 

It is such a joy to note in the columns of 
the Christian Century Pulpit the fine and noble word of 
your beloved son, which proved his valedictory address to 
the young people entrusted to his care at Mount Hermon. 
God be thanked for words that can transcend even the trag¬ 
edy and sorrow which so beset our path here. 

Keeping in mind your most helpful visit to 
our church in the year of your moderator ship, and your 
message to us, we had planned to write you our sincere 
word of sympathy and understanding long before this. But 
it may not come amiss that the delay occurred; how much 
better it is to have the holy memory of God*s comfort to 
us, and His fulfillment of a great purpose of love 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer, 
Board of Foreign Missions, 

156 Fifth Avenue, Ci ty. 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 
1223-S 

WESTERN 
UNION 

B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON   J. C. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT_CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

r 
GR21 26 DL XOVN 3R0NXV ILLE NY SEP 15 854A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER- 

:M0UNTHE RMON SCHOOL NORTHFI ELD MASS = 

-PROFOUND SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS WILL COME TO YOU OR UNDERTAKE 

ELSEWHERE ANY COMMISSION ANYWHERE FOR YOU OR FAMILY IF YOU 

WILL ONLY INTIMATE THE SAME AFFECT I ONATELY = 

GUY INMAN 

9 48 A 

N/ 

<r~-s 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

r* 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

1201-S 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL — Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL — Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

NBK7? 15 5 EXTRA=TDNK SUMMIT NJ SEP/6 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

ROCKLEDGE LAKEVILLE CONIL 

VIA MTHERMON MASS 17 
- * “—- - 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

= PLEASE ACCEPT OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY MAY GOD COMFORT YOU ALL = 

^GEORGE IRVING.? 

. 1 25 lp • 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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22 Logan Apts. 
720 West Boyd, 
Norman, Oklahoma. 
October 3rd. 1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer; 

A multitude of hearts grieve with you in your crushing 

bereavement. Our sympathy we offer and our prayers we raise for you and yours 

Very sincerely, 

Rev. J.M.Irarie. 
of T7est Africa Mission 
on furlough. 



President 
REV. JOHN WESSELINK, D.D. 

Pella, Iowa 

V icb-President 
REV. A. L. WARNSHUIS, D.D. 

419 4 th Ave., N. Y. City 

Stated Clerk 
REV. JOHN A. INGHAM. D. D. 

25 East 22nd St.. New York 
Phone, Algonquin 4-2151 

General Synod of the Reformed Church in America 
Next Meeting at the First Reformed Church, Rochester. New York 

(REV. GARRET HONDELINK, B. D., Pastor) 

One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Session (without quorum), June 6, 1935 
One Hundred and Thirtieth Session (full attendance), June 4, 1936 

Permanent Clerk 
REV. JAMES M. MARTIN, D.D. 

25 East 22nd St., New York 

Ch. Com. Correspondence and Program 
REV. ALBERT VON SCHLIEDER, D.D. 

Hackensack, N. J. 

Press Clerk 
REV. W. E. COMPTON 

Stuyvesant, N. Y. 

Treasurer 
GEORGE TIFFANY. Esq. 

25 East 22d Street. New York 
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Fleming James 

ST. JOHN’S RECTORY 
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—AWAY— 

I^cannot say, and I will not say 
That he is dead. He is just awayI 

With a cherry smile and a wave of the hand 
He has wandered into an unknown land 

And left us dreaming how very fair 
It needs must be, since he lingers there 

And you-oh you, who the wildest yearn 
Hor the old-time step and the glad return 

Think of him faring on,as dear 
In the love of There, as the love of Her 
Think of him still as the same , I say, 

He is not dead-he is just away. 

James Whitcomb Riley 
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THE GEORGE WASHINGTON 

23 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
AT 23” STREET 

NEW YORK 
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S. L. JOSH I 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 

HANOVER, N. H. 

Svfa-z&$‘ '34 
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THE GEORGE WASHINGTON 
23 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

AT 23".° STREET 

NEW YORK 
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Sweet Briar Cottage. Linton Lane 

EASTVILLE 

BOX 1205, OAK BLUFFS 

MASSACHUSETTS 
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COMPANY WIll. APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

WESTERN 
w UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 
_PRESIDENT _CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at 40 Broad Street, (Central Cable Office), New York, N.Y. fl o'Pen8 4 SEP 16 PM | 

FU174 15 NMrSANFRANCISCO CALIF 16 

MR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

'155 5 AVE NYK= 

SHOCKED AND GRIEVED TO READ OF THE DEATH OF ELLIOTT OUR 

HEARTS SORROW WITH Y0U=; • ||| 

WESTON AND LOUISE JOHNSON. 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

THE 

-V 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



HD!6 e=FV NEWYORK MY 1* !O0P 

DR AMD MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE CONN= 

X V'LS 

MY DEEP SYMPATHY GOES OUT TO YOU TODA Y= 

F ERNEST JOHNSON. 

Telephone Your Telegrams to Tostal Telegraph 

tosfa? Telco,rapb 
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KNOTT MANAGEMENT 

WASHINGTON SQUARE 
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WM, HALLOCK JOHNSON 

PRESIDENT 

WALTER LIVINGSTON WRIGHT 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

Sittunltt Intufraily 
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY 

CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

September 19, 1934 

My dear Robert 

Please dp not answer this but I feel like 

writing a word to express the sympathy that I feel 

in the mysterious tragedy that has befallen you* We 

hope and pray that the fountains of confidence and 

strength to whioh you have directed so many others 

in their time of need may in full measure be opened 

for you and yours in your trouble and distress* 

Faithfully, your friend 

Dr* Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 





Library Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

WILLIAM HERSEY DAVIS, M. A., Th. D„ D. D. 

Director 

THOMAS A. JOHNSON, Th.M. 
Librarian 

lAs&t/' (/&. §>* / 

/ S', / 3 ^ 

(^Jy, O-dx c. / 

a. ~£y* <2LsdL^r l 

tLx^ ~ 

<U-> 

*a * r rn- 

/ 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ALBERT SIDNEY JOHNSON. D. D.. P»fTO« 

CHARLOTTE. N. C. 

Sept.17, 1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 5th Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Human sympathy is a very poor thing 
at best, but I just wanted to write you this line of 
heart-felt sympathy and prayers in these days of sepa¬ 
ration from your dear boy. 

Whatever the circumstances of life 
are, X am sure you know as well as I that God's Providence 
and love operate effectively to protect, sanctify and 
give peace to His servants. Then that wonderful promise 
in 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 comes in here to soothe and 
comfort that the days may be short until you see him 
again. 

With prayers and best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

ASj/C 

AvS.Johnson. 



S. M. JORDAN. President 

W. A. GROVES, dean 

American College of Teheran 
TEHERAN, PERSIA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Send reply to 
PHILADELPHIA OFFICE 

WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

S. M. JORDAN. PRESIDENT 

Representative in America 1934-1935 MISS MARY ANDERSON 

Executive secretary 

/ 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CORNER CHURCH AND ONTARIO STREET9 

LOCKPORT. N. Y. 
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MILLBROOK 

0- DUTCHESS COUNTY 

NEW YORK 
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Mrs. albert k. Ludy 

ROUTE 2. BOX 417 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 
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BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

cbvss of Service 

1223S 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

NFWCOMB CARLTON; PRESIDENT J. C. W1LLEVER. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and dav letters, and the time nf rer^int «t *Winoti^ ghown on all 

MG?i 12 XC = T DWI OXFORD PENN SEP 15 800P 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE CONN: 

messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

= M0ST LOVING SYMPATHY TO YOU BOTH ;FR0M MOTHER FLEMING MARY 

AMD MYSELFH S 
.ROBERT M LABAREE. 

. 825P• 

X 

TELtP^0hie- No'-- 

TC \.Z PHONtD TO 

^ Uvi t   *  

.. 

MT 1 
to y 

DELlV£R \ . 

TO OE. 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

TERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VI'-E-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 19 Dean Street, Englewood, N. J. 

URXNT319 31 2 EXTRA=PATERSON NJ 16 NFT= 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

ENGLEWOOD NJ= 

WE ARE SHOCKED AND GRIEVED BEYOND EXPRESSION BY THE NEWS OF 

YOUR SONS TRAGIC DEATH MRS LOCKHART AND I EXTEND TO YOU AND 

YOURS OWN SINCERE AND HEARTFELT SYMPATHY= 

JAMES H LOCKHART LAKESPLACTDOLUB NY. 
f f— f5« J * fr- 5 *.— 

A - - fj-i ft r. r.». y* 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT | 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 1 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

J \ 
Class of Service •\ttt7 cnric id 1st 

J V. 
SIGNS 

W r 1 K rv PM DL = Day Letter 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

H t JJL^ vJJ JL. JL v. JL ^ NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

T T TVT T ii TVT LC = Deferred Cable 

J 1 11 'II Jr I NLT = Cable Night Letter 

JL JmL. -A- ^ 
R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

Ship Radiogram 

S_r 
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD IIME, 

Received at 

GR70 41 DL = BAL TI MORE MD SEP 15 1117 A 

REV ROBERT E SPEER= 

NORTHFI ELD MASS= 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

ACCEPT MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY IN THE GREAT SORROW THAT HAS COME 

TO YOU IN THE DEATH OF YOUR SON MAY GODS RICHEST BLESSINGS 

REST UPON YOU AND YOURS AND HIS ABOUNDING GRACE BE 

SUFFICIENT IN THIS HOUR OF TRIAL AND NEED= 

JOSHUA LEVERING. 

1217P. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

TERRIBLY SORRY TO HEAR OF TRAGIC DEATH OF ELLIOTT MRS LOWE 

AMD I SEND DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO YOU AND MRS SPEER OUR LOVE 

AND PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU= 

ARNOLD H LOWE. 

N/ 
WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless it 
ferred character / A O J 
dicated by a su ' 
sign above or preceu- i 
ing the address._ I 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

/ 

J. C. W 1 IpLEVER 
FIRST VI CEy* RESIDE NT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as ehownft all messages, is ST AN D ARD TIME. 

Received at 40 Broad Street, (Central Cable Office), New York, N. Y. opp&HP !(S Pi<'l I) ^ 1 

FU 26 8 VIA RCA= F SHANGHAI 8 17 1123 

LC INCULCATE: PRESBYTER l «N BOARD OF 
foreign MISSIONS, 

1*6 FIFTH AVENUE* NYK= 

SPEER DEEPEST SYMPATHY LOBENSTINE BEEBE. 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

RFC 
1l 

r / /p Q- 

SEP 1 ? ;3:>4 
/ 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



1201-S 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 
NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM — Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

r 
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME 

Received at 

N3K78 32 NL 5 EXTRA=PR!NCETON NJ 16 VIA 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER AND FAM IL Y= ' 

ROCKLEDGE LAKEVILLE C0NN=- 

MTHERMON MASS 17 
.. 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

SHOCKED BEYOND EXPRESSION BY THE AWFUL TRAGEDY OUR LOVE 

AND SYMPATHY GO OUT TO YOU ALL WE PRAY STRENGTH MAY BE GIVEN 

YOU THROUGH THESE BAFFLING HOURS= 

THE BURDETTE LWEIS FAMILY. 

320P. 

1 
THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 

IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Class of Service 

1201-S 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE S TE RN 
UNION1- 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 
NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 1934 SEP |8 PM i I 58 

JB886 55 NL 4 EXTRA=PORTSMOUTH OHIO 18 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

1 % FIFTH AVE 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

YK= 

THE MEMBERS OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PORTSMOUTH EXPRESS THEIR 

PROFOUND DISTRESS AND SYMPATHY WITH YOU UPON THE TRAGIC 

DEATH OF ELLIOTT STOP WE WERE ALL SHOCKED AT THE NEWS 

STOP WE PRAY THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT OUR FATHER MAY BE YOUR 

SUFFICIENT STAY AND STRENGTH STOP YCUR BROTHERS IN CHRIST= 

JOHN N LUKENS BY ORDER OF PRESBYTERY. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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First Reformed Church 

REV. J. C. LEONARD. D. D.. PASTOR 

LEXINGTON, N. C. 

STATED CLERK CLASSIS OF NORTH CAROLINA 

September 22,1934. 
Dr. Robert RJ. Speer, 
New York. Cl tv. 
] ear Doctor Speer:- Please allow me to extend to you and your family 
this expression of sincere sympathy in the time of your great distress. 
Such a tragedy should never be possible.One can not conceive how anv 
one could allow himself' to commit so great a sin against a fellowman 
and against God.But you know the SOURCE of all real help,and to Him you 
have gone,as have thousands of vour friends in your behalf.The blessed 
WORD gives us the comforting assurance: one whom his mother scm- 
forteth.so win I comfort von". 

fraternally yours. 
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Methodist episcopal church 
Pittsburgh Area 

Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania 

Resident bishop 

Adna Wright Leonard 

Episcopal Headquarters 

1724 KOPPERS BUILDING 

January 5, 1935. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
hew York, New York. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

For the past several months I have.been 
giving myself so continuously to the adminis¬ 
tration of the work of the Pittsburgh Area and 
to some matters in the church-at-large that I 
find I have failed to keep in touch with some 
things that have taken place recently. I refer 
to the tragic death of your son about which I 
learned only to-day. The death of your son must 
have taken place while I was in South Dakota, 
Michigan, and Indiana holding our Conferences. 

This is just a line to assure you of 
my deepest sympathy and of my prayers in the 
great sorrow through which you and your family 

are passing. 

Pardon me for not writing to you before 
this but be assured that my heart goes out to you. 

Fraternally yours. 

A 
W 
L 

R 
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Telegrams:—“Cbiconcom Shanghai ’’ 
Codes:-Missions C.l.M. (1907, 1929) 

Telephone: —18010 

THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road 

SHANGHAI. CHINA 

Chair man ; Dr, R. Y. Lo 
R ice-Chair men 

Dr. Yi-fang Wu Rt. Rev. John Curtis 
Treasurer: Mr. L. T. Chen 

Honorary Secretary: Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots 
Associate General Secretaries: 

Mr. L. D. Cio Rev. E. C. Lobenstine 
Secretaries: 

Rev. Charles L. Boynton 
Mr. F. L. Chang 
Miss T. C. Kuan 
Rev. R. D. Rees 

Mr. T. H. Sun 
Dr. Y. Y. Tsu 
Dr. IT. H. Tsui 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Rev. Earl H. Ballou 
♦Mr. E. E. Barnett 
♦Dr. T. C. Bau 
♦Rev. Alexander Baxter 

Rev. Chang Tso-yin 
♦Mr. L. T. Chen 

Dr. C. Y Cheng 
♦Rt. Rev. John Curtis 

Rev. Eoyang Hsi 
♦Dr. T. C. Fan 

Bishop John Gowdy 
Rt. Rev. R O. Hall 

♦Dr. John C. Hawk 
♦Dr. L. C. Hylbert 

Rev. K. T. Kao 
Rev. C. K. Lee 

♦Dr. T. H. Lee 
♦Mr. S. C. Leung 

Dr. T. T. Lew 
♦Miss Li Gwan-fang 

♦Dr. R. Y. Lo 
Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots 

♦Mr. Archie T. L. Tsen 
Mr. Wang Kai-ming 

♦Bishop Herbert Welch 
♦Dr. R. C. Wells 
♦Dr. Yi-fang Wu 
♦Rev. T. C. Vt u 
♦Dr. Y. C. Yang 

Rev. Yee Hsing-lin 

*Names starred constitute the Ad Interim Committee 

September 20, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I write on behalf of the National Christian^ 
Council to express to you and to Mrs. Speer the Council's 
very deep sympathy with you in the great loss you have 
sustained through the untimely death of your son. At a 
meeting of the Ad Interim Committee of the Council, held 
yesterday, a resolution of sympathy was passed. The 
members of the Committee rose and engaged in silent prayer 

on your behalf. 

I have been asked to transmit this information 

Yours very sincerely. 

Associate General Secretary. 

to you. 

ECL:RM 



3[irst 'Jclrcshutcrictn (Church 
Samuel Martin Gibson, d. d.. minister 

NINTH AND ROBINSON STREETS 

(Oklahoma ffiitg, ®kla. 

September twentieth, 
Nineteen- thirty four. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York City, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer:- 
Our heartsache^ for you and Mrs. Speer and all of 

your family in the tragic sorrow that has come to you. The one 
comfort in such a grief, is the feeling that in the mystery of 
the suffering, is the mystery of the love of our God. Things 
th t cannot be explained throw us back into the everlasting arms. 
We pray that in this- perhaps the severest of all trials you 
have ever known- you may have the sweetest comfort you have 
ever known. I have found these two going together in my own 
experience. The Beatitude- "Blessed are they that mourn, for 
they shall be comforted", is literally and profoundly true. 

Mrs. Luccock joins me in affectionate sympathy. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. >i 
GNL—IKG 



Billings Polytechnic Institute 
“The School of the Open Door” 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Polytechnic, Montana 

September 17, 1934 

Dr. Robert Speer 
Fifth Avenue, 
New York City 

My dear Friend Speer: 

I was shocked when I heard of that cowardly 
assassination of your son at Northfield. I did not 
know what I could say and yet I must say something 
to express my abhorrence for such a thing. Of course 
you know of my interest in Mr. Moody and the North- 
field work. Please accept my sincere condolences 
for this terrible thing. I think it would be entirely 
justifiable if lynch law were used if they could get 
hold of the perpetrator. 

I often think of you and the Presbyterians 
there. I have been in the hospital most of the time 
for six months, owing to an accident on Easter Sunday 
last. I am gaining very slowly, yet I am gaining. 

We have a wonderful school out here and I wish 
you could come out some time. 

Please bear to the bereaved family of your 
son my sincerest sympathy; and you know how I feel 
towards you. 

Cordially yours, 

W. E. Lougee 



Frank tJ. Loesch 

1540 OTIS BUILDING 

Chicago 

October 
Fourth 
Nineteen Thirty Four 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, D. D., 
24 Gramercy Park, 
New York City, New York. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It is impossible to express our feelings over 
the murder of your beloved son some weeks ago, and Mrs. Brown¬ 
ing, my wife, and I feel the deepest sympathy for you in this 
terrible taking away of your son, for what appears on the sur¬ 
face, for no conceivable motive except a motive in some insane 
mind, and that seems out of the question; or, that of some 
devilish enemy moved by one knows not what motives# 

Mr3. Browning has been very slowly recovering 
from her long illness and we are hopeful of bringing her back 
from Cooperstown within the next four weeks. Mrs. Loesch has 
very little time to writ© and I was waiting from day to day 
for some development which will throw light on this dreadful 
crime. 

I hope the law-enforcing officers of Northfield 
will put some one officer at work, who has the capability and 
the pertinacity to follow every clue pointing to some indica¬ 
tion of the murderer. It is one of those crimes which should 
not remain unsolved, and I am satisfied from my experience, 
that given the man, or better, two men, to put on the job 
and kept at it, with only enough diversion to break the 
strain of constant thought on one thing, that the criminal 
will be uncovered. 

In the meantime be assured that Mrs. Browning, 
my wife and I are feeling for you, that you and your sonfs 
family are In our prayers, and that those prayers not only 
include helping yourselves, but wisdom and understanding 
to those who are engaged in the pursuit of the murderer# 

We all send love to you and to your family. 

Sincerely yours. 
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18 West 25th St 
Uew York 

o' 

September 18, 1954 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I wish to express to you and Mrs- Speer 

my deepest sympathy in the tragic death of yoar 

beloved son. 

Many Assyrians share with you in your 

great loss. 

May the Lord give you strength and comfort 

you at this time. 

Faithfully years, 
7 V > 

George M. Lamsa 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 

UNIVERSITY. ALABAMA 

Sept 16 1934 

Dr. Robert £. Speer, 
New York City, 
New York* 

My dear Dr. Speer: I read in last night's paper with very 
deepest regret and sorrow of the loss of your son. 

I know that to you with great sorrow comes also great comfort 
in the assurances you have so long trusted; and these assurances 
will not now fail you. And it is something also to know that 
throughout our country thousands will sorrow with you because 
of the great ministry of comfort you have brought to others. 

Yet in the crisis of tragedy there is a kind of loneliness 
imposed on us; perhaps all the more lonely because in such 
crisis we come nearer to the moment when the human and the 
divine are in most certain conjunction. So I, with all your 
other friends, would, if I may, come near to you that as far 
as possible I may help you to feel the companionship which, 
may it do no more, touches you into a knowledge that even in 
sorrow you are not alone. Yet a far greater hand reaches out 
to you to give you comfort, whose companionship gives us a 
common discipleship. We are not as those who are without hope. 

May all blessings attend you in your 
ministry of love and truth. 

Very cordially. 



Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
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£lintoln Mnibctsity 
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY 

CHESTER COUNTY. PENNSYLVANIA 

Department of Social Science 

September 23, 1934. 

My dear Speer:- 

thmiP'Tvf- Trnn thiS ??e3£ ^e^ingg^ary ana I have spoken ofd 
you folks continually. We sent our telegram of sympathy 

a weehfago, hut we have not written because we felt that you all would * 

re Id ir>° ipt+-£e liearJs ard/minds that you would not have any time' for 
: Gt;;rs» J do not know that it will be any better now; bi 

1 cannot wait any longer without expressing any more of the lovin'- Em¬ 
pathy we feel than can he expressed in£ brief telegram. 

sorrows !Lrn h° fSr h™ d,0ar Pe0sle wh0 have stooa b? us in sorrows in ihe past, and who have been such a source of comfort and 

of thffoJf thtS aany lflan? °fler3> ls t0 £^e you had: a little 
°7.. Jit, love L that you have so abundantly shown us in J-ho oast. Or*-- is 

appal^d that such a blow should have fallen on a circle non© of 
_£??? 2?emiers Jav® Gver willingly done a harm to others and whose whole 

?nW?rd °??er^aaLalways been one of helpfulness. And the whole 
^.lo s% ln®xPlicabl_e that ones confidence in the wise -and tender 

grin£ o- a Heavenly Father would be shaken were it not for the faith 
t:hG seeming logic of such events, and were it not 7T* 

~or i/Lau which that same fatherly love permitted to come to his own dear 
!° 7/0 w?nt.t0 assure you that you have all that we can give you 
13’ l0T1-f sympathy ana prayers. It is hard for you and -our 

. v,i„e, duu hardest of ill to young mother ana little folks. 

2S?+?i£88*.«fe0S and k?ep them ^oughout the coming years. Mary is - 
S^er ner "ords of affection. Mother Fleming joins 

with us in these expressions. Her own big motherly heart and her keen 

^thrte^rible force. 1143 feel tMa *l0w t0 you dear P°°Pl« 

X want to say just another word, buring the past months ■••her the 
Board,and more particularly you,have been the object of the meanest 

SSJ!02L,v2r&t1?1 from Christian people I hive 
:f9 £,or? ±fca £or the courage and Christian character 

if" 9^18" dignity that you have shown through it all. I have never had 
the opportunity of saying this to you before. I do so- now. 

/ 

Yours affectionately 



William (C. ICauhr 
111U5 Cturulit Aur. 

Subuqur, 3oum 

September 22,1934. 

Dr.Robert E.Speer, 
156 Fifth 4ve., 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear brother:- Words fail me to express the shock 
I received at the terrible tragedy which has befallen 
your family, I know you are strong and brave and will bear 
this blow as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,but I want you 
to know that with multitudes of others my heart goes out 
to you and Mrs.Speer and to the rest of the family in 
sincere Christian sympathy and prayer for Cod’s sustaining 
grace. 

What a dark deed and what motive could there be...How sad 
that such a useful life as that of your lamented son should so 
suddenly be snatched away by the hand of an assassin...How 
awful for his dear ones,for you all.May God comfort everyone 
with His Fatherly comfort and give strength for this ordeal. 

And mustwe not think of that other life,that mis¬ 
guided wretch whoever he was, as more to be pitied? How 
sad that a human heart should conceive such dark deeds, 
what a depth of either mental or moral depravity or both... 

ercjs,ful to him also and bring to light what now is 
hidden in darkness and put His love into the hearts which 
now are sullen and bitter. 

0 how this sin-sick world needs the eternal Gospel. 
How every/other attempt has failed. In Christ is our oniy hope. 
What a joy to you,dear Dr.Speer,that for so many years you 
have been used of God so wonderfully in the spread of this 
Gospel in all the world. Let nothing discourage you,God is 
with you and with your work and you Ofee known by your fruits 
and God has put the se 1 of approval on your faithful labors. 

You have been so brave and true under the bitter and 
unfair attacks made upon you from misguided brethren.You will 
now be brave and true under this deep sorrow,and while the 
cup is very bitter,there is also a drop of sweetness in the 
very drags as Judson of Burmah found and as all of us have 
found who have entered the sacred and secret fellowship 
of sufferers. 

God protect, suf^sain and comfort you and all 
your loved ones and give new strength for the new day. 

Faithfully in His name, 



(n4 

"Carlisle" 
Mount. Gilead 

N.C. 
Sep.17 

Dear Robert:- 

The terrible tidings came to us by today’s paper. 
Our hearts go out in tenderest sympathy to you and Mrs. Speer 
and your family circle. How I long to go to you and tell you 
of my sympathy and love’. 

The mystery of the awful tragedy and the motive 
oack of it is only eclipsed by the mystery of the divine provi¬ 
dence that permitted it. Why? We are forced to say — in lov-e 
Inexplicable - but - 

"I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love: therefore with lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee." 

"God nothing does, nor suffers to be done 
But thou, thyself, wouldst do, if thou couldst see 
The end of all events as well as He." 

"He never smiled so sweet before 
Save on the sea of sorrows, when the night 
7/as saddest on our heart. We followed Him 
At other times in sunshine. Summer days 
And. moonlight nights He led us over paths 
Bordered with pleasant flowers: but when His steps 
7/ere on the mighty waters, when we went 
With trembling hearts through nights of pain and loss 
His smile was sweeter and His love more dear* 
And only Heaven is better than to walk 
With Christ at midnight over moonless seas." 

Many times have I recalled the delightful narrative 
you gave us at Montreat of the sacrificial prayer 211iott made 
on one eve of going to spend some of his savings at a bazaar. I did 
not nave the joy of knowing him in the flesh but it will be sweet tc 
meet him in the "Father’s House." 09L 

My wife unites with me in tender sympathy for vou 
and your loved ones. * J J 

all of you! 
xuay His peace passing all understanding abound to 

Please pardon the use of type. 
A tremor of my hand makes this 
necessary. 

Devotedly 



American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 

152 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

September 17, 1934 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

It is hard to know quite what to say to you in 
the face of the terrible tragedy at Uorthfield of which we 
have just received the news. We have only had the briefest 
account ox what took place, but I felt at once that I must 
write you a few words to assure you of my deepest and most 
affectionate sympathy and to say likewise that I am praying 
that the Master may especially support you and yours through 
the suffering of these terrible hours. 

We are living in a distraught world and trouble 
of one kind or another seems to fall upon every life. Were 
it not for our confidence in a loving Heavenly Father life 
would become almost impossible. But we have the assurance 
th«.t He is with us and that He knows all the circumstances 
and can bring comfort, support and relief to the human heart, 
ivay He grant these blessings to you in full measure. 

With cordial regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
Hew York, H. Y. 

✓ 



Urst flrj’Hbgtmian GUptrrl? 

REV. WILLIAM B. LA M PE, D.D. 

Pastor 

5872 MAPLE AVENUE 

St. Louis. Mo. 

" In the Community to do Good ” 

Sept. 17th. 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

New Yorn City, N. Y. v 

My dear Dr. Speer:- 

Words are utterly inadequate to express the 

sympathy that goes from our hearts to you, and your family in the 

tragic death of your son. My sermon last night dealt with the text, 

"Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the works of 

G-od should be made manifest in him." I could not but wonder whether 

this tragedy could be the means again of manifesting the "works of God." 

This past summer I preached at Lake Geneva, on the same platform 

from hich I heard you speak just thirty years ago on the theme, 

"Prevailing Prayer." I want you to know that Mrs. Lampe and I 

are praying that the Master of us all may sustain, and strengthen 

,y ou. I hope that His comfort and peace will be sufficient for every need* 

You know how we love you, and how all of the church loves you. We 

will not forget you in these days. 





1. 43 Beall A vs 
7/o or tor , Ohio 

0 pt. IS, 1954 

Dear Dr. Spoor: 

We arc all shocked and deeply moved hy the 
•-tardly dot d that brought such i one as - our son to 

uon a tv. bic' xd* W« /Cncoy w^a"t blow -the o is? tu 
yourself, and no want to < :11 - 
of this sorroY.1 with you. Again and ag in 
known your big heart to be moved v.ith th._ pains of 
torao of those in the largi missionary family who 

•on brought low with grief and trouble. I 
hope : nd pray that now, in this your hour of sorrow, 
the real sympathy of many of us all round the world 
may be used of God to help you through. 

You have lost a physical son, but the countless 
spiritual sons and daughttrs far and wide cannot b® 

"J• And , ii :ht Lord, hi ost mortal 
body has be en so cruelly crushed, is among: them. 

We arc; praying for you. May God give you 
strength of body, en H -ill of mind joart, to 
bear the strain. 

Mrs. Lyon joins m« in this effort to express 

and yourself. 

With sincere devotion 

Your £ finrdi ’ll v 



6135 Greene Street 

GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA 
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®rimUj •prrslnitiTian (Uljurrii 
$unth (Orange. N. J. 

REV. VICTOR HERBERT LUKENS, PASTOR 

20 Grove Road 

Sept. 19, 1934 

Dear Hr. Speer, 

Ity heart is full of sympathy for you a nd for Hr. ..elles 

also, for I have known both of j^ou as friends for a great many 

years. His heart is full of grief for his daughter's loss and 

he will seek to comforrt her; 3rours is made sad hy this sudden - 

invasion of the wickedness of men. V.e never know when we shall he 

forced personally to endure the misdeeds of spiteful men. 

If you will convey my kindest regards to Hr. and 

Its. Welles 1 will he very much obliged to you. 

You have the body of your son. when the oldest son of 

I.Iy brother Lew, whom you used to know in Elizabeth when you 

both lived there, was killed in the great war, one of the 

hardest matters to endure was that he was bereft of clan’s body. 

It was strange how when he went to Prance a year or two after 

the war and say Alan's grave among other soldiers1 graves, he 

seemed to feel that the emptiness of his heart was somehow pertly 

filled up. Perhaps the knowledge that you have had your son's 

body will keep your heart from feeling as empty as Lew's did. 

Very truly your friend, 

fji 
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CABLE Li berate" 

EDWARD D. GRANT 

Presbyterian Church in the United States 

>1 

F«»uk 

POST OFFICE) BOX »»0 

XASIIVI MMMnWmsm * 
ION 

September 24, 1954 

113 SIXTEENTH AVE S 

Dr, Robert 3, Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer, 

The distressing news regarding your 
son’s accident has brought grief to your friends every¬ 
where, and I wish, along with your multitude of friends 
around the world, to express to you my sincere sorrow 
and sympathy. 

</hile the works of God are past under¬ 
standing, His love is unfathomable, and I am sure you 
have found in these trying days a new interpretation to 
the phrase "the comfort of the Holy Spirit.” 

Very sincerely your friend, 

EDG/D 



NORMAL PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Yale Avenue at seventy-first Street 

CHICAGO 
Rev. Clifford littell le Due, M. A. 

MINISTER 

MANSE: 7111 YALE AVENUE 

Phone Radcliffe 8424 

LOLETA BAKKE 

minister’s Secretary 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone Stewart 4079 
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314 S. Hancock Street 

Louisville, Ky. 

John Little 

Sept. 15, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Spear, 
Board of National Missions, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Spear: 

Our hearts go out to you in deepest 
sympathy. We remembered you at the 
Throne of Grace this morning in our 
family devotions. 

Fraternally yours. 

JOHN LITTLE 

JL:EL 
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R B LOUDEN 

PRESIDENT 

THE LOUDEN MACHINERY COMPANY 
FAIRFIELD, IOWA 
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